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BOMB THEORY
S REJECTED AS

CAUSE OF FIRE

Part of Canada's Magnificent Parliament
Building at Ottawa Was l)cstm_\’cd|
[Last Night and Flames Were Said to|

Have Followed a Tremendous I*,x-|r

plosion

VOL. XIX-—NO.

LIBRARY AND TWO WINGS |
ONLY WERE SAVED

Five Persons Are Known to Have Per-;
ished and it is Feared That Two Oth-|
ers Lost Their Lives—Montreal Sent|
Aid by Means of a Special Train

Ottawa. Feb. 4.—Two women and three men are known to have
perished in a fire which swept the central portion of Canada’s
magnificent Parliament buildings last night and early to-day, de-
stroying the Chamber of Commons and the Senate. Several others
are reported missing, and it is feared they are buried in the ruins.

All night long firemen, police and soldiers fought to save the
86.000.000 structure. They succeeded in saving the beautiful
library building and the east and west wings of the main edifice.

Immediately after the fire started, the report spread that it was
The fire started in the reading
| several who were present af

caused' by an incendiary bomb.
room of the House of Commons,
the time asserted it was preceded by an explosion, which knocked
down several. The bomb theory, however, was rejected to-day by
Colonel Sherwood, commissioner of the dominion police, who in-

L

sisted that the conflagration was accidental.

Among those reported missing are B, B. Law, the member from
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, and J. B. Laplant, assistant clerk of the
House of Commons. '

The known dead are: Mme. Bray, wife of H, A. Bray of Quebee,
and Mme. Morin, wife of Louis Morin of St. Joseph De Beauce,
Quebee, who were visiting Parliament as the guests of Mme. Se.
vigny, wife of Speaker Sevigny; Robert Fanning, a waiter; Arch
DesJarding, a Dominion policeman, and A. DesJardins, a plumber.

The cause of the fire can only be determined by an investigation.
The financial loss is difficult to estimate, but the contents of the
building were of great value.
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